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r V> f 11. (Twice amended) A tool comprising 

V a first functional instrument including a first handle having a first marker, and 
a second functional instrument including a second handle having a secorper narker, 
the first functional instrument engaging the second functional instnjmenj^form a composite 

instmment, 

the first handle mating with the second handle when the fir^ functional instrument is 
engaged with the second instrument forming a composite handle, 

the first and second markers being located in a pre-detei;Ffiined visual alignment when the 
composite handle is formed, and 

at least one of the first handle and second handle l2(feing comprised of material that 
indicates whether at least one of the first functional instrumeot^nd the second functional instrument has 

been heat sterilized. 

1 2. (Once amended) A tool according to ofaim 1 1 , wherein the indication whether at least 
one of the first functional instrument and the secofKl functional instrument has been heat sterilized 
comprises a deformation of at least a portion of the material. 

13. (Twice amended) A tool ac^rding to claim 12, wherein the deformation prevents 
location of the first and second markers in the pre-determined visual alignment. 

14. (Twice amended) A topi comprising 

a first functional instrumentlncluding a first handle having a first marker, and 
a second functional instrument including a second handle having a second marker, 
the first functional instrj^rient engaging the second functional instrument to form a composite 

instrument, 

the first handle rrfating with the second handle when the first functional instrument is 
engaged with the second instrument forming a composite handle, 

the first and second markers being located in a pre-determined visual alignment when the 
composite handle is formed, and 

at least onfe of the first handle and second handle being comprised of material that indicates 
whether at least one of the first functional instrument and the second functional instrument has been 
sterilized by least/one of radiation and sterilization chemicals. 

15. / A tool according to claim 14, wherein the material changes colors when exposed to 
at least one oj radiation and sterilization chemicals. 

(Once amended). A method of accessing bone which utilizes the tool of claim 1 1 . 
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17. A tool according to claim 1 1 , wherein the indication comprises a color 



change in at least a portion of the material. / 

18. A tool according to claim 12, wherein, subsequent to the deformation of at least a 
portion of the material, the first handle does not completely engage the second handle to form the 


composite handle. / 

19. A tool according to claim 1 1 , wherein the indication comprj^s a change in the physical 

composition of the material. / 

20. A tool according to claim 12, wherein, subsequen^o the deformation of at least a 
portion of the material, the first functional instrument does not compfetely engage the second functional 
instrument to form the composite instrument. / 

21 . A tool according to claim 14, wherein the indi/zfeition comprises a change in the physical 
composition of the material. / 

22 (Amended). A tool comprising / 

a first instrument including a first handle having a first marker, and 

a second instrument including a seconc/handle having a second marker, 

the first handle mating with the second handle to form a composite handle, 

the first and second markers being/located in a pre-determined visual alignment when the 

composite handle is formed, and / 

at least one of the first handle am second handle comprising material that indicates whether 

at least one of the first or second instruments has been sterilized. 

23. The tool of Claim 22; wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second instruments has been sterili/ed using heat. 

24. The tool of Claicn 22, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second instruments has been sterilized using steam. 

25. The tool of (Claim 23, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second instruments has be^n sterilized in an autoclave. 

26. The tool^f Claim 23, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second instruments has/been sterilized using superheated steam. 

27. The /oo\ of Claim 22, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second instruments Jias been sterilized using a gas. 

28. The tool of Claim 27, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second instrume/ts has been sterilized using a vaporized liquid. 

29. / The tool of Claim 22, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
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second instruments has been sterilized using radiation. . 

30. The tool of Claim 22, wherein the material indicates that at least one of thejkit or 
second instruments has been sterilized using chemicals. X 

31 . The tool of Claim 30, wherein the material indicates that at least orje of the first or 
second instruments has been sterilized using ethylene-oxide. / 

32. The tool of Claim 22, wherein at least a portion of the maj^al changes color in 
response to sterilization. / 

33. The tool of Claim 22, wherein at least a portion of the^terial deforms in response 

to sterilization. / 

34 (Amended). A tool according to claim 33, wherein^^bsequentto the deformation of at 
least a portion of the material, the first handle does not completely engage the second handle to fomn 
the composite handle, preventing location of the first and second markers in the pre-determined visual 
alignment. / 

35. The tool of Claim 22, wherein at least a portion of the first or second instrument 

deforms in response to sterilization. / 

36 (Amended). A tool according to claim 35. wherein, subsequent to the deformation of at 
least a portion of the first or second instrument/ the first instrument does not completely engage the 
second instrumenttoform the composite instndment, preventing location of the first and second markers 
in the pre-determined visual alignment. / 

37 (Amended). A tool accorefing to claim 35, wherein, subsequent to the deformation of at 
least a portion of the first or second instmment, the first handle does not completely engage the second 
handle to form the composite handle, preventing location of the first and second markers in the pre- 
determined visual alignment. / 

38. The tool of Cl^m 22, wherein at least a portion of the material changes physical 
composition in response to sterilization. 

39. The tool o/ciaim 32, wherein at least a portion of the material changes color during 
the sterilization process. / 

40. The \op\ of Claim 22, wherein the material comprises a chemically sensitive pigment. 

41 . The tool of Claim 22, wherein the material comprises Lustran^^ material. 

42. Th/tool of Claim 14, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second functional instruments has been sterilized using a gas. 

43. /The tool of Claim 14, wherein the material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second functio/al instruments has been sterilized using a vaporized liquid. 
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44. The tool of Claim 14, wherein the ra^erial indicates that at least one of the first or 
second functional instruments has been sterilized<5sing ethylene-oxide. 

45. The tool of Claim 14, wherekUhe material indicates that at least one of the first or 
second functional instruments has been stefilized using a radiation source. 


